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The rain forest of the Sierra Imataca in eastern Venezuela

has been subjected to extensive deforestation for pastures

and agricultural settlements. In the last decade the opening

of access roads combined with intensified logging and min-

ing activities have fragmented a significant portion of the

remaining forest. Wenoted local distribution and habitat

use for 40 species of diurnal raptors observed in ten affected

areas, including raptors considered as forest interior spe-

cies and some open country species utilizing the man-made
openings inside the forest for roosting and foraging.
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Electric utility power line facilities have been shown to

provide nesting, roosting, and perching sites for raptors.

A two-part questionnaire was distributed to the electric

utility industry through the Edison Electric Institute Bi-

ologists’ Task Force to document the utilization of electric

utility facilities for nesting by raptors. Part A of the survey

was designed to determine the number and species of rap-

tors nesting on power line structures in the United States.

Because many electric utilities have participated in activ-

ities such as erecting nest platforms or hacking sites. Part

B of the survey was designed to solicit information on these

various raptor enhancement programs. Respondents were

asked to list any agencies or groups they had worked

cooperatively with on raptor enhancement projects. They

were also asked to provide information on raptor nests on

utility facilities other than power lines. To quantify the

percent response from the industry a comparison was made

between the total generating capacity and circuit miles

represented by the respondents and the industry total. In

keeping with the theme of the symposium, adaptations to

human-altered environments, the primary purpose of the

survey was to describe the positive aspects of the relation-

ship between raptors and electric utility facilities.
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The southeastern United States, exclusive of Florida, lacks

any large natural standing bodies of water. As a result,

the distribution of bald eagles (Haliaeetus leucocephalus)

in this region historically has been along the coast, with

nearly all past nesting activity occurring in this area. Over

the past several decades, a number of inland impound-

ments have been constructed in this region, ranging in size

from hydroelectric reservoirs of many km- to smaller im-

poundments for fish hatcheries and other aquacultural

facilities. Bald eagles are becoming associated with these

man-made wetlands, and nesting activity at these sites is

increasing. Analysis of data from South Carolina suggests

that the nesting productivity of eagles associated with man-

made impoundments (x = 1.23 ± 0.88 fledglings/nest) is

greater (P < 0.05) than that of eagles nesting in non-

impounded areas (Jc = 1.03 ± 0.80 fiedglings/nest). Multi-

year surveys of the avifauna found at a series of reactor

cooling reservoirs on the U.S. Department of Energy’s

Savannah River Site near Aiken, South Carolina indicate

the patterns by which bald eagles and other avifaunal

components use such reservoirs and their response to man-

agement practices such as reservoir drawdown.
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